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his retirement this month after a career of
more than thirty years as a distinguished Mas-
ter Cabinet Maker for the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. We depend so greatly on the tal-
ented carpentry staff to ensure that House of-
fices are properly equipped to perform the
people’s work, and | want to thank all of those
employees, like Chris, who are working hard
to restore, maintain, and upgrade the fur-
nishings of this historic building of more than
two centuries.

Chris aspired to be a woodworker from a
young age, and he attended the St. Mary’s
County Technical Center, now called the Dr.
James A. Forrest Career and Technology
Center. After working on his family’s tobacco
farm and in several other jobs, including
house-building, Chris applied for a job opening
in the House cabinet shop. His father had
worked for the Congress before serving in the
U.S. military, and his mother, also previously
in Congressional employment, drove him to
the interview. Indeed, Chris grew up in a
home steeped in public service and love of
country.

Impressing the manager with the breadth of
his woodworking knowledge and his hands-on
skills, Chris was hired on the spot, and he
began serving as an Apprentice Cabinet
Maker. He started out running service calls
and soon advanced to the position of Journey-
man. Chris honed his skills on the job under
the tutelage of his former Managers—Art
Baltrym, Peter Shipman, and Anthony Thomp-
son—all distinguished furniture makers. One
of his most memorable tasks included rede-
signing the furnishings in the historic office
used by Rep. JAMES CLYBURN, now the Demo-
cratic Whip. This included constructing a cus-
tom desk, glass cabinets, and a matching cre-
denza, all still in use today. The cabinet shop
was often called to perform other tasks in the
historic Hall of the House, and Chris and his
co-workers spent many hours refurbishing the
seats on the House Floor and installing safety
measures to protect Members in the years
after the 9/11 attacks. He also worked on the
Floor of the House and on the Speaker’s dais
and podium.

Chris has been the cabinet shop’s Design
Specialist for over ten years and has been re-
sponsible for designing every piece of con-
structed furniture during that time. He is con-
sidered an exceptionally valuable Master of
the Trade. When reflecting on his achieve-
ments, Chris has cited countless committee-
room renovations and his involvement in com-
pleting the equipment consoles on the daises
in each of the House’s committee rooms.

Chris was here twenty years ago during the
tragic 9/11 attacks and the evacuation of the
Capitol complex. He was at work when an
earthquake struck the District of Columbia, ten
years ago, causing structural damage and
cracks to the Capitol Building. Chris was also
on campus during the fatal shootings of U.S.
Capitol Police Detective John Gibson and Offi-
cer Jacob Chestnut on July 24, 1998, as well
as, earlier this year, during the attack on the
Capitol on January 6, when he and so many
others had to shelter in place. Like so many
others serving in House employment, Chris
has been a firsthand witness to history and to
the challenges and threats facing the Capitol
and all who work here.

During the COVID pandemic, Chris has
taken a lead role in the shop. He has contin-
ued to demonstrate high standards with re-
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spect to building and design, and he has been
assigning work, answering calls, attending
meetings, and handling shop attendance dur-
ing these trying times and while working to
protect the health and safety of his co-work-
ers. | continue to express my admiration for all
of those, like Chris and his colleagues, who
are working here during the pandemic to keep
Congress operating and to help Members per-
form their jobs for the American people.

Chris is retiring after an illustrious career in
House employment, and | am told that he
plans to spend more time pursuing his pas-
sions of fishing, hunting and drag racing while
continuing to work part-time in electrical and
woodworking. | hope all of my colleagues will
join me in extending congratulations to Chris
Martin for his many years of dedication, su-
perb craftsmanship, and outstanding contribu-
tions to the U.S. House of Representatives,
many of which we literally sit in today on this
Floor. | join in wishing him a very enjoyable
retirement and thank him for all of his hard
work in service to this House and to our coun-
try.

———

HONORING TOM BURKE FOR HIS
SERVICE TO THE KERN COMMU-
NITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
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Mr. McCARTHY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Tom Burke for his exemplary
leadership in serving the residents of Kern and
Tulare County for 20 years in his role as the
Kern Community College District (KCCD)
Chief Financial Officer and Chancellor.

Tom graduated from California Polytechnic
State University, San Luis Obispo in 1981,
and has lived in Bakersfield, California since.
Before working for the KCCD, Tom was em-
ployed by the Getty Oil Company from 1981 to
1985 and earned his master’'s degree from
California State University, Bakersfield shortly
thereafter. He moved on to work for Contel, a
telecommunications company, until joining Ba-
kersfield College in 1997 as the Director of
Business Services. In 2001, Tom was tapped
to be the Chief Financial Officer (CFO) for the
KCCD, beginning a long career serving com-
munity colleges in the Kern and Tulare coun-
ties. When Tom first took over as CFO, the
district’s finances were shaky and the fiscal re-
serve was only at 5% of its annual operating
budget, making the district vulnerable to finan-
cial difficulties. As of this past year, the dis-
trict’s reserve is about 50% of its annual oper-
ating budget, making it one of the healthiest in
the State of California. The turnaround is a
testament to Tom’s leadership and commit-
ment to our community.

In 2017, Tom was appointed Chancellor of
the KCCD, a widely supported move that was
also endorsed by the Bakersfield College Stu-
dent Government Association, who called him
a “champion for student voice and concerns.”
While Tom retired from his role in July of this
past year, his mark on the Kem Community
College District will undoubtedly endure. As
Chancellor, Tom oversaw Bakersfield College,
Cerro Coso College, and Porterville College.
His deep understanding of student’s needs
and higher education allowed the district to in-
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crease its enrollment and seamlessly transition
to virtual learning during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Tom played a significant role in overseeing
the management of the district's water-ap-
proved bond monies, which aimed to fund new
construction projects throughout the KCCD,
such as the Bakersfield College Vernon
Valenzuela Veteran Resource Center. Under
his leadership, Bakersfield College saw its
largest graduating class in history, and the dis-
trict's three schools were among California’s
community colleges that were least affected
by the pandemic in terms of enroliment.

Throughout his 20-year tenure with the dis-
trict, Tom devoted himself to improving com-
munity education and serving others. He has
worked to ensure that all students are pro-
vided with the resources and services that are
fundamental to an effective education, and in
doing so, Tom has established himself as an
educational standard and community leader of
utmost integrity, generosity, and competency. |
am grateful for Tom’s friendship and the serv-
ice he has provided for the Kem and Tulare
communities. On behalf of the 23rd Congres-
sional District of California, | wish Tom and his
wife, Tina, the best as he embarks on this
next chapter in his life.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF JAMES
WILEY GAINEY, JR.
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Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of James “Jim” Wiley Gainey,
Jr., who passed away on Friday, August 27,
2021, at the age of 85. Jim was a longtime
resident of Tyler County, and deeply re-
spected by all who knew him.

Jim was born on July 19, 1936, in Houston,
Texas to Evelyn and James Gainey. He was
a U.S. Air Force serviceman stationed at
Ellington Air Force Base in Houston when he
and Lynette married. In 1964, they moved to
Woodville and Jim went to work for his father-
in-law, Leroy Davis, at Western Auto. Lynette
and Jim were blessed with two daughters,
Laura and Susan.

Jim served on numerous boards including
but not limited to: serving as Past President of
the Tyler County Chamber of Commerce; Past
President of The Woodville Rotary Club; and
a member of the Board of Trustees of The
Woodville Independent School District. Jim
was the recipient of the James E. Wheat
Award which recognizes truly exceptional
leaders. He unselfishly gave of his time and
talents to the Tyler County Dogwood Festival,
a festival that celebrates the traditions and
beauty of East Texas.

In 1978, Jim pursued a new vocation, stead-
fastly serving as an R.N. He worked in both
nursing and administration at the Tyler County
Hospital. Jim also worked part-time at Wood-
ville Health and Rehab which he felt was one
of the most rewarding jobs he had ever had
the privilege to perform. In 2020, he and Ly-
nette moved to Beaumont to be closer to fam-

ily.
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